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Study Population Recommendations for Improving IPC 

Private Practice (PP) 
Providers: Common 

Themes 
  

 Educate other providers about my discipline 

 Educate students about IPC and other disciplines 

 Use terminology that is understandable to others 
 

AOM PP Providers * Educate acupuncture students to communicate with other 
providers using their terminology providing evidence  
* Give students templates and examples of typical 
conversations 
* Clinic rotations for students of different professions 
* Educate other providers about my discipline 
* Have regularly scheduled meetings with other providers 
 

DC PP Providers * Educate students about communication, and the 
importance of staying in communication (send notes, 
updates) 
* Educate students and graduates about the importance of 
when, why, and how to refer or co-manage care and about 
how to network with other professionals 
* Have cross training between students of different 
disciplines  
* Continue making connections with other providers 
 

DEM PP Providers * Educate students about IPC and about medical system 
* Outreach to community and educate other providers about 
what midwives do 

Massage Therapy PP 
Providers 

* Encourage massage therapy students to communicate 
with other medical providers 
* Educate medical professionals about what  massage 
therapist does 
* More research needed in massage therapy to inform MDs 
of benefits 
 



ND PP Providers * Share classes in school with other disciplines in other to 
develop relationships from the beginning 
* Teach students to write referral letters 
* Educate others about scope of discipline's practice 
* Respectful attitudes towards other disciplines; use their 
lingo 
* Collaboration between different professional groups to help 
foster and improve relationships 
 

  

Providers in 
Community Health 

Centers (CHC) 
Common Themes 

Common Themes 

 Provide students with integrated education 

 Expose students to other providers in clinic settings 

 Educate others about your discipline, share supporting 
evidence 

 Give students opportunity to shadow with providers in 
different disciplines 
  

AOM CHC Providers * Provide students with integrated education 
* Improve working relationship between providers and 
administrators 
* Outreach to educate about what we do (via written 
materials, presentations, complimentary treatments for 
providers) 
* Have ground round to discuss interdisciplinary patient 
cases 
 

DC CHC Providers * Teach students that their practice is about what's best for 
the patient; teach how to coordinate with other providers 
and how to respect other's opinions 
* Give students opportunity to shadow with providers in 
different disciplines 
* Share written materials to educate others about 
chiropractic  
* Let other providers know you won't try to treat everything 
yourself and you recognize you are part of a team 
* More downtime needed to get to know each other and 
understand each discipline  
* Short meetings in beginning of shift; more time for provider 
meetings 
* Enough physical space to function and have meetings 
* More staff education on patient care pathways 
 
 
 



Massage Therapy 
CHC Providers 

* Bring students from different disciplines together to 
"network", talk with, learn from each other and experience 
other disciplines  
* Schedule regular (paid) time to come together as a team 
and discuss cases 
* More patient education about the importance of 
collaboration 
* Team education about each other's disciplines and how to 
work together  

ND CHC Providers * Integrated education 
* Have more opportunities for students to work, or shadow, 
in conventional care settings 
* Make it easier for IHM professions to be reimbursed for 
services. 
* Have job placements [for IHM practitioners] in these [CHC] 
agencies   
* Make more time to pick up the phone and talk about a 
complex case before referring somebody 
 

Other CHC Providers * Integrated education 
* Improve communication/ relationship building with other 
providers 
* Use medical language 
* Share supporting evidence 
* Formal interprofessional meetings to discuss patient 
cases; Emphasize self-care for practitioners during these 
meetings 
 

 
 
 


