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Course Description      

The overall goal of the program is to enhance your skills in efficiently finding, appraising, 
and using research that is relevant to your responsibilities at Northwestern.  The 
program will offer opportunities for the practical application of principles introduced in 
the Faculty Foundations of Evidence Informed Practice Moodle Course.  
 
Institutional Balanced Scorecard Indicators 
 
The Research Scholars program is a University supported initiative that meets several 
goals identified in the Institutional Balanced Scorecard: 
 
Create a culture of using research to inform our educational process and delivery of 
natural and integrative healthcare: 

1. Integrate the principles of EIP throughout the curriculum in all three programs 
2. Develop a multi-track EIP Faculty Development Program (online and hybrid 

courses) 
 
Program Objectives  
 
Upon successful completion of the course, participants should be able to: 
 

• Explain and discuss the challenges, limitations, and strengths of using research 
evidence in health care practice    

• Select the appropriate types of research given the nature of a question or 
situation 

• Develop and apply efficient strategies for locating relevant and valid research to:   
o Build and/or update your research knowledge base in  your area of 

interest 
o Keep up to date with the most useful research 
o Help answer questions as they arise 

• Describe and discuss basic principles of high quality research   
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• Efficiently assess the relevance and quality of different types of research studies 
including case reports, observational studies, qualitative research, randomized 
clinical trials, and systematic reviews   

• Discuss and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of individual research 
studies   

• Apply research to relevant clinical and classroom questions and decisions 
• Identify ways to incorporate research information into teaching, clinical, and 

other activities at Northwestern 
 

Course Format  

The program will include one, two-hour workshop session and one hour preparatory 
time per week. The workshop will employ group discussions, exercises, and activities 
that focus on reaching evidence-informed decisions to your real-life questions.   

Online modules introduce class concepts, and should be reviewed prior to class. They 
will be accompanied by a set of study guide questions, distributed during the previous 
week’s meeting and via the Moodle discussion forum. The purpose of the study guide is 
to encourage deeper reflection about the concepts covered, and is for your private use 
only. Relevant research-related articles may also be assigned. In-class activities will be 
used to apply concepts learned in the online modules and will include discussion, case-
related exercises and assignments.   

You are responsible for checking the Moodle course site and your University e-mail 
account on a frequent basis throughout the trimester to keep up to date with course 
related news and information.  
 
Course Schedule  
 

Date Topic 

Week 1  
5/9/12 

Introduction to Research Scholars 

Week 2  
5/16/12 

Finding Research I  

Week 3 
5/23/12 

Hierarchy of Evidence 

Week 4 
5/30/12 

Finding Research II 

Week 5 
6/6/12 

Randomized Clinical Trials 

Week 6 
6/13/12 

Case Reports & Observational 
Research 

Week 7 
6/20/12 

Summary Research 
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Week 8 
6/27/12 

Qualitative Research 

Week 9 
7/11/12 

Basic Science Research 

Week 10 
7/18/12 

Diagnostic Studies  

Week 11 
7/25/12 

Capstone Project Presentations 

Week 12 
8/1/12 

Capstone Project Presentations 

 
 
Required Texts and Materials  
There are no required texts for this course.  However you are required to complete 
online modules and read assigned articles. 
 
Moodle Information 
 
This course uses Moodle, Northwestern’s official course management system, to 
manage course resources.  
 
The course is located at Moodle at http://moodle.nwhealth.edu/. To log in, use your 
university ID.   
 
The Research Scholars I Moodle course shell contains: 

• Syllabus 
• Weekly lesson outline 
• Reading assignments 
• Discussion forum 
• Other resources for program 

 
For Online Learning Modules please see Faculty Foundations of EIP Moodle course. 
 
Moodle and Online Learning Tips 
 
The discussion forum will be used as a communication tool for the Research Scholars 
program.  It is not required that participants actively post and respond on the site.  If 
you have questions or comments about research related topics, please feel free to post.   
Please allow instructors 48 hours to respond.  There will be no responses on weekends.  
 
Most users experience little trouble with Moodle or the online modules. It is your 
responsibility to be familiar with computer and internet use necessary to navigate 
Moodle and on-line learning modules. If you encounter problems, please visit the 
support site at moodle.nwhealth.edu or call the Helpline at Ext. 357.  
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Technology Requirements 
 
Recommended 

• We recommend that you use the Firefox browser for optimal Moodle use. 
 
Communication 
Everything you write related to this course- including e-mail messages, submitted 
assignments and online posts (if used) - should be concise, thoughtful and substantive. 
Use proper English grammar, composition and punctuation in all your communications. 
Be sure to proofread your work.  
 
In all communication with other students and instructors: 

• Be respectful.  
• Keep your responses on topic. 
• Capitalize words only for titles and avoid all caps or all lower-case. 
• Include your first and last name in all communications. 

 
Features of Positive Group Work 
 
Commitment: Participants come prepared for each meeting ("pull your weight"), with a 
willingness to engage and participate. 
Equality: Non-judgmental interactions welcome individuals to express their opinions. 
Listening: Communication respects individual contributions and honors different 
perspectives. 
Creative Space: Environment is playful, fun, and comfortable! 
Collaborative: Different backgrounds and experiences create a deeper, richer learning 
opportunity. 
Common Goals: Everyone works toward a common direction; these efforts result in a 
deliverable.  
Facilitation: Keeps work moving and focused on goals, while fostering creative space 
that allows the group to get to know one another (e.g. regular "check-ins").  
 


