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Topics, IPW Series

ü Models of integrative care
ü Collaboration/communication 

techniques
ü Patient management
ü Challenges
ü Innovations
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Patrick Ba*aglia, DC



Collaborating in treatment of patients with 
chronic pain: an integrated clinical team in a 

low-income primary care clinic

Patrick Battaglia, DC
Thomas Kuciejczyk-Kernan, MD



The need for integrated therapies

Chronic condi*ons are emergent, complex
phenomena 

This demands integrated therapies between and 
within clinicians 



Eur J Pain. 2020;24:921–932.



Expanding integrated opportunities 

Academic partnerships

Local, regional, and state advocacy 



Academic and clinical partnerships



Chiropractic patient data

•66% Female
•91% at or below poverty level
•70% African America
•27% White

•English (85%) and Spanish (7%) most common 
languages 



Chiroprac)c pa)ent data

•Low back pain (44%)
•Neck pain (16%)
•Mid back pain (12%)
•Shoulder pain (8%)
•Hip pain (6%)
•Knee pain (6%)



Chiropractic patient data

•Obesity (69%)
•Depression, other mental health disorder 
excluding drug or alcohol dependence, and 
anxiety (61%)
•Hypertension (57%)
•Asthma or COPD (28%)
•Diabetes mellitus (20%).





Advocacy 





“Physical Func.on Expert”

•DC, OT, PT as the onsite triage and care person within 
the Community Health Center, working with the PCP
• Financial support in per member per month reimbursements

• Stepped care options for streamlined referral to Barnes-
Jewish Hospital Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 
department for further treatment or triage

• Effective January 1, 2021  



Dr. Kuciejczyk-Kernan

• Board-certified in both family and 
integrative medicine. 

• Applies a “functional” and mind-
body medicine approach to help his 
patients heal the root causes of 
their chronic illness. 

• Dr. K-Kernan has worked at Affinia 
for 28 years and serves as an 
assistant medical director.



Discussion 



Thank you for joining us today!

If you have addi6onal ques6ons 
please contact 

Deb Hill dhill@integra6vehealth.org


